Discovery Charter School to Receive Recognition as a Nominee for “Most Caring School & Community”

at the Annual Santa Clara County Cornerstone’s “Asset Champions Award” Breakfast

San Jose, March 4th, 2008  - Discovery Charter School will receive recognition as a nominee for the

“Most Caring School Award” from the Santa Clara Department of Education’s Cornerstone Program.

Project Cornerstone’s Annual Asset Champion’s Breakfast honors individuals and organizations whose commitment to building positive relationships with young people makes a better place for children to live and grow.  Discovery was nominated, because; they demonstrate a strong example of a caring school community.

Discovery holds school-wide community building events throughout the summer. Parent Event Coordinators plan, coordinate, and produce these event these events have several goals. To introduce new children to other children in the same grade, and to form friendships that will help children start school knowing and looking forward to being with friends they have made. To help connect the new parents/families with other school families to form community bonds. And to make the school community members available to help, support, and answer any questions new families may have.

This past summer Discovery Charter School coordinated 14 summer community events ranging from a day playing at John D. Morgan Park, to a beach day at Natural Bridges, to a picnic and evening attendance at Shakespeare in the Park.  Three of the fourteen events were monthly school-wide bar-b-ques where once again old and incoming new families could meet each other, spend quality time, and get to know one another.  Additionally Discovery targets the Kindergarten and First grade families by hosting a series of gatherings for the parents and children.  This makes for an easies transition once school starts, and helps the families adjust to the Discovery school culture. 

Superintendent/Executive Director Steve Fiss stated - “You can see developmental assets actualized on a daily basis.  Students reaching out to other students, parents supporting each other and reaching out to those in need, parents and teachers working hand and hand to reach the hearts and minds of each student.  One of our themes is that everyone belongs - at Discovery everyone belongs and is supported in their journey to reach their unique potential.”

         Discovery Charter School is located within the Moreland School District and has students from the Moreland School District and outlaying districts attending. Discovery maintains independence as a public school (but separate) within the Moreland School District boundaries.

Project Cornerstone’s has a simple vision - to build a web of support around every young person in our community.  The organization promotes the research-based developmental assets approach as a guiding framework and a common language to enable individuals and organizations to work together toward our common goal of supporting the healthy development of all children and youth. The importance of helping children to build "develop-mental assets", and promote healthy development of children  is key to Cornerstone’s program.  Project Cornerstone was founded in by the Youth Alliance, a collaborative of the following community based organizations:  YMCAs of Santa Clara Valley and the Mid Peninsula; YWCA of Santa Clara Valley; Girl Scouts; Boy Scouts; Big Brothers/Big Sisters; Boys & Girls Club; and Estrella Family Services.  
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