Discovery Charter School Granted WASC Accreditation 

San Jose,  March 1, 2008 – Discovery School has been granted initial WASC Accreditation through 2011.  What is Accreditation and why is it important?

Accreditation is a certification to the public that the school is a trustworthy institution of learning. The review validates the integrity of a school’s program,  and it assures a school community that the school’s purposes are appropriate and being accomplished through a viable educational program.


Accreditation is a term that “originally meant “trustworthiness”.  The original purpose of accreditation in the United States was designed to encourage the standardization of secondary school programs, primarily to ensure for the benefit of colleges and universities that graduating students had mastered a particular body of knowledge. However, today the process developed by the Accrediting Commission for Schools, Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), involves a dual purpose that continues the expectation that schools must be worthy of the trust placed in them to provide high quality learning opportunities, but with the added requirement that they clearly demonstrate that they are about the critical business of continual self-improvement.

Ultimately, the accreditation process is all about fostering excellence in the elementary, secondary, adult, postsecondary and supplementary education programs that receive accreditation.  The fundamental cause involves helping schools meaningfully create the highest quality learning experience they can envision for all students. It is WASC's consistent purpose to professionally support schools in creating for themselves a clear vision of what they desire their students to know and be able to do and then to ensure that efficient and relevant systems are in place that predictably result in the fulfillment of those expectations for every child.

On  October 10, 2007 an initial visit and review was conducted by the WASC Committee.  Discovery staff, parents, and school founders took part in interviews and discussion concerning the school, it’s program, and practices.  Discovery prepared for the visit by preparing a report requested by the WASC organization.  On February 4, 2008

Discovery received that news that WASC Accreditation was granted through 2011.


Superintendent/Executive Director Steve Fiss stated, “I am very please to receive our initial WASC Accreditation.  The Accreditation report and comments confirms my belief that Discovery is providing excellent educational opportunities and continuing the process of reflection and improvement.”
The capacity of any organization to improve is directly related to its ability to recognize, acknowledge, and act on its identified strengths and limitations.  The accreditation process is a vehicle that enables schools to improve student learning and school performance based on the analysis of those strengths and limitations. Participating schools must meet rigorous, research-based standards that reflect the essential elements of quality and effect school, but must also be able to demonstrate engagement, and a capacity to provide continuous school improvement. 

Discovery is a public K-8 school. Discovery Charter School focuses on the education of the whole child through a core curriculum of English/language arts, mathematics,

science, and history/social science including a complimentary curriculum of Spanish Language (K-8), performing arts, in class enrichments, physical education, 

technology, and life skills education. Discovery is located at 4021 Teale Ave., San Jose, CA 95117.
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